CROSSETT LUMBER COMPANY 
Consolidated Balance Sheet 


November 30, 1944 


ASSETS 


Cash . 
Marketable Securities: 
. Government Securities... 

U. S. Tax Notes for 1945 Liability . 
Special Deposits in Banks ‘ 
Receivables e ¢ 
Inventories . 
Inter-Company Accounts and Investments 


Total Current Assets 


$491,700.00 


Fixed Assets 


Plants, Equipment and Town Properties, 
less depreciation . Ss =e me s 
Land and Timber at Cost 


Total Fixed Assets 


Deferred and Other Assets 


Prepaid Expenses . 
Post-war Refund of Federal Excess Profits Taxes 
for 1942 > ea «© & & 


Total Assets 


LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 
Notes Payable 


Accounts Payable . 
Accrued Federal and State Income Taxes 


for Year . F * $1,684,407.00 
Less: U. S. Treasury Tax Notes for 
Payment . : 1,648,312.00 


Inter-Company serra Payable 
Other Accrued Liabilities 


Total Current Liabilities 


Long Term Debt 
Purchase Money Mortgage Maturing Beyond 1 Year 


Reserves 


Reserve for Contingencies 
Reserve for Accident Insurance 
Reserve for Bad Debts 


Total Reserves 


Capital Stock and Surplus 


Capital Stock: 
Authorized—32,000 shares at $25 Par Value 


Issued—28,748 shares .. $718,700.00 
Less: Stock held in Creaema— 
756 shares a “ 18,900.00 
Surplus . . 


Total Liabilities 


_144;798.50. 


$ 484,216.96 


636,498.50 


88,450.79 
809,278.06 
929,598.03 
161,309.81 


$ 3,109,352.15 


$ 5,238,714.86 
2,757,176.70 


$ 7,995,891.56 


$ 59,801.11 


49,849.36 
$11,214,894.18 


$ 8,981.55 
196,814.43 


36,095.00 


3,210.62 
199,612.62 


$ 444,714.22 
86,215.50 


$ 1,347,778.73 
107,972.39 
75,000.00 


$ 1,530,751.12 


699,800.00 
8,453,413.34 
$11,214,894.18 


CROSSETT LUMBER COMPANY 


Consolidated Income Statement 
for year ended November 30, 1944 


Sales and Other Income 


Net Sales ‘ 

Dividends Received 

Interest Income a « 

Oil and Gas Lease Rentals 

Net Income from Town Operations . 
Capital Gain on Timber Severed 
Other Income . 


Total . 


Costs and Other Charges 


Costs of Sales (excluding charges shown separately 
below) ae ae a ee ee 

Depreciation of Plants and Equipment 

Depletion of Timber oo # 

Selling and Administrative Expenses 

Interest Paid 


Other Charges . . ...., 
Provisions for Income Taxes: 
State of Arkansas Income Tax 
Federal Normal Tax and Surtax 
Federal Excess Profits Tax 


Total . 
Net Profit for the Year 


Statement of Surplus 


$10,232,839.15 
11,898.26 
19,736.78 
36,268.95 
18,043.65 
199,570.10 
149,673.83 


$10,668,030.72 


$ 7,132,852.23 
400,190.81 
98,990.26 
396,670.84 
36,406.61 


186,673.21 


36,095.00 
346,145.00 
1,302,167.00 


$ 9,936,190.96 
$ 731,839.76 











For Year Ended November 30, 1944. 


Balance at Beginning of Year 
Add: 

Net Profit for Year 

Other Additions 

Total . 

Deduct: 

Charges to Surplus 
Balance at End of Year 


| 


$ 7,782,188.57 


731,839.76 
149,651.33 


$ 8,663,679.66 


210,266.32 
$ 8,453,413.34 








Rose Gates, for whom" 
the Inn was named 


The Rose Inn has stood for 
over 60 years on Main Street in 
Crossett, a monument to one 
man’s dream of a ‘‘different’’ 
sort of sawmill town. Crossett 
was not to be a typical mill 
town of brawling drunks on 
Saturday nights, unkempt 
children, slatternly ‘‘camp 
followers,’”’ or any of the 
legendary prototypes of ‘‘cut- 
out-and-get-out’’ sawmill 
towns. 

E. W. ‘“Cap’’ Gates, 
manager plenipotentiary of 
Crossett Lumber Company, 
and the town which it 
spawned, built the three- 
storied, 45-room inn, and 
named it for his beautiful wife, 
Rose. Determined that it 
symbolize a community of 
gentle people with gracious 
manners, he brought down a 
professional chef and Negro 
waiters from Little Rock to 


stay a year while they taught a | 


local staff to cook, wait tables 
and perform other services for 
the Inn. 


A wide porch spanned the 
front of the building, 
separated from the dirt street 
by a wrought iron fence to 
keep out the cattle and hogs 
which wandered at will over 
the town until a stock law was 
passed in the late 1940's. 
Ceiling fans cooled the big 
lobby and dining room, and 
were also placed in two 
special bedrooms on the 
second floor. Louvered doors 
encouraged circulation of air 
in the upper floors, and 


“buzz” fans helped to stir 
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by Janice Clark 


what today would be con- 
sidered intolerable summer 
heat in the other less exalted 
bedrooms. 

Built in 1912, the pine 
building burned to the ground 
on the night of Nov. 9, 1913. A 
vent pipe leading from the 
basement furnace through the 
three floors to the roof had 
become overheated and on a 
Sunday night set fire right 
through the heart of the new 
Inn, creating a holocaust 
which sent men to house roofs 
as far as two blocks away, 
pouring buckets of water over 
the shingles which were 
curling in the heat. A bicycle 
forgotten against the picket 
fence across from the Inn was 
found later with tires burned 
off. 


Gates announced before the 
ashes were cooled that ‘‘A new 
Inn will be started im- 
mediately and completed in 
three months if possible,’ 
according to the account 
written in the local paper that 
week. 

“When ‘Cap’ Gates said do 
something — it was done!” 
say men who knew him. It is 
assumed the present building, 
built by the original plans, was 
completed on schedule in 
early 1914. it immediately 
became a favorite oasis for 
business men who traveled 
more than 50 miles over rutted 
forest roads to do business in 
the thriving little mill town. It 
also housed the Company 
directors who came annually 


from Davenport, Chicago, 
California and Oregon to 
review the business of the 
Company and plan its future 
course. 

Indicative of the basis for its 
long-time reputation for good 
food is the Christmas dinner 
menu of 1914, which read as 


follows: 
“Giblet Soup Anglais, 
Olives, Sweet Pickles, 


Escalloped Oysters, Roast 
Young Turkey with Sage 
Stuffing, Baked Yams, 
Mashed White Potatoes, 
Spinach with Egg, Cranberry 
Jelly, Christmas Salad, 
Frozen Grape Juice Punch, 
English Plum Pudding with 
Hard Sauce, Nuts and Raisins, 
Oranges and Apples, White 
and Dark Fruit Cake, Cheese. 
and Crackers, Coffee. Dinner 
50 cents.” 


This sumptuous meal, as 
well as the less elaborate but 
equally good regular week- 
day food, was served in a big 
dining room beneath clusters 
of electric lights which hung in 
bell-shaped globes of frosted 
glass with milk glass shields 
*to deflect and soften the light. 
Black waiters in starched 
white jackets served the food 
on white damask-covered 
tables where Vienna-made 
cane-bottomed bentwood 
chairs lent light grace to the 
room. Promptly at 6:00 each 
evening the double doors of 
the dining room would be 
opened by a waiter an- 
nouncing with quiet dignity, 
“Dinner is served.” 
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E. W. “Cap” Gates, first 
manager of the Crossett 
Lumber Company, who 
built the Rose Inn 


Testimony to the continued 
excellence of the food served 
at the Rose Inn is the national 
attention it received when, in 
the November 1961 issue of 
FORD. TIMES, published by 
the Ford Motor Company, the 
Inn was featured in the 
“Favorite Recipes of Famous 
Taverns’ section. A water 
color painting of the Rose Inn 
appeared opposite the com- 
ment, “A forty-year 
reputation for fine food and 
hospitality is maintained at 
the Rose Inn in Crossett."" In 
the late 1940’s Duncan Hines 
gave the Rose Inn his seal of 
special approval for its quality 
food. And, to this day people 
from Monroe, E) Dorado and 
Greenville, Mississippi, say, 
“Tl miss ghe Rose Inn. We 
used to enjoy driving there for 
Sunday dinner ever so often.” 


A lively spirit filled the Inn 
when, in the early $0’s the out- 
lying Crossett Camp was 
closed and those families 
brought to town. The enlarged 
school and increased number 
of teachers brought about a 
policy of housing. the un- 
married school teachers on 
the third floor of the Rose Inn. 
Expected by the school ad- 
ministration to be models of 
rectitude for the community, 
they were permitted no card- 
playing, no dancing and no 
smoking. The very thought 
of young ladies in 
Crossett drinking was too 
unthinkable to be listed among 











the ‘“‘no’s.” They were also 
expected to attend church 
every Sabbath. 

To avoid being “pitied” 
going through the lobby 
during community dances, 
some of the girls slipped down 
the back fire escape to meet 
their dates — and one was 
known to slip from the fire 
escape in the back door of the 

- Inn to dance with her date in 
the butlers’ pantry. When 
there were no dances, young 
men came calling on the girls 
in the lobby, and there was 
singing after dinner around 
the piano along with the usual 
cheerful chatter of young 
couples as they gathered on 
the wide porch or in the lobby. 


The Crossett Lumber 
Company was formed in 1899 
by three men from Davenport, 
Iowa: E.S. Crossett, for whom 
the company and town were 
named, Dr. J. W. Watzek, and 
C. W. Gates. Edgar W. ‘“‘Cap” 
Gates was employed as 
manager of the operation and 
the Company-owned town 
which grew around it. As with 
other lumbermen over the 

‘country at that time, they 
believed they would have cut 
out all the merchantable 
timber on the 50,000 acres of 
the original tract of virgin 
pine in 20 to 26 years. 

With this conviction that the 
town had a limited life, ‘‘Cap”’ 
Gates, who had become 
parent-brother-friend of every 
citizen in Crossett, began by 
1910 to plan for the future 

i livelihood of his people. He 


vigorously promoted the 
growth of purebred hogs and 
cattle in Ashley County. A 
Cattle Farm was carved from 
the forest eight miles east of 
Crossett, on which he stocked 
a herd of black angus cattle. 
He also brought in purebred 
Hampshire hogs and 
organized a Hampshire Club, 
with himself as its president. 
One expert wrote in 1920, ‘‘The 
Crossett Hampshire Company 
bought several thousand 
dollars worth of breeding 
stock during the past two or 
three years. These purchases 
were made without regard for 
money and the result was that 
some of the highest class stuff 
that was ever sent to any 
breeder or firm went to the 
Crossett Hampshire Com- 
pany. They secured a real 
herdsman and went to work in 
earnest.”’ 

On Saturday, Nov. 20, 1920, 
Gates hosted the. Crossett 
Hampshire Club’s Second 
Annual Sale, with 
headquarters at the Rose Inn. 
“The dinner that is being 
served at the Rose Inn the 
night of the sale,”’ said a quote 
from the Program, ‘‘will be 
worth traveling many miles to 
eat. Wild turkey, quail and 
young venison will be included 
on the menu.” 

However, at the time of this 
dinner directors of the 
Crossett Lumber Company 


were already convinced that. 


logs grow much faster in 
Southeastern Arkansas than 
they had anticipated. Plans 
were being set in motion for 


managed forests which would 
sustain a woods-products 
economy permanently, and 
Crossett began to think of 
itself as a permanent town. 
“Cap” Gates cattle farm 
would be turned into a camp 
for the graduate students of 
Yale University’s Forest 
School, where each spring 
they would spend three 
months in studies of forest 
growth, providing invaluable 
research toward an out- 
standing policy of managed 
forests for the Company. 


In 1962, Georgia-Pacific 
Corp. acquired the Rose Inn, 
along with other assets of The 
Crossett Company. The woods 


_ products company in Crossett 


has grown tremendously, to 
become one of the major 
forest products manufac- 
turing complexes in the world. 
Industrial and residential 
building over the city has 
moved into the new post-WW 
II world with ease, while the 


“old pine building on Main 


Street has felt the passing 
years. Admittedly, for the 


‘ past decade or more it has 


been held together more with 
memories and nostalgia than 
by structural strength. It can 


_ no longer make adjustments 


to modern demands for 
central air-conditioning, 
sound-proof walls, color TV 
and baths in every room. 

In mid-February of this 
year Georgia-Pacific an- 
nounced that shortly after 
May 5, 1973, the Rose Inn 
would be closed. The Rose Inn 


50¢ ROSE INN DINNER MENU, DECEMBER 25, 1914 


Giblet Soup Anglais - Olives - Sweet Pickles - Escalloped Oysters - 
Roast Young Turkey, Sage Dressing - Baked Yams - Mashed Gots 
Potatoes - Spinach with Egg - Cranberry Jelly, Christmas Salad - 
Frozen Grape Juice Punch - English Plum Pudding, Hardsauce - 
Nuts and Raisins - Oranges and Apples - White and Dark Fruit Cake - 
Cheese and Crackers 


Coffee 


B 


offices and registration desk 
are to be located in the Lodge 
that stands adjacent to the 
Inn, where motel ac- 
commodations will continue to 
be provided for the public. A 
Rose Inn Coffee Shop located 
across Main Street from the 


Lodge will offer ‘‘a quality 
menu of fine food.”’ There is 
insufficient room in the Coffee 
Shop for luncheon clubs or 
other group dinners. 


It is fitting that the last 
luncheon for a community 
organization at the Inn, to be 
served on Saturday, May 5, 
will be for the oldest club in 
town, the Crossett Book Club,. 
which was organized in 1937. 


And the last party will be the 
night before, when high school 
students of Huttig will travel 
approximately 35 miles for 
their Junior-Senior Prom. 
Those will be the last official 
parties at the old Rose Inn 
which has been host for 60 


years to radiant brides, sock 
hops, solemn business 
meetings, community dances, 
courting couples, family 
reunions, sewing and bridge 
clubs, parties of the men and 


women who cleared the forest 
to make way for the mills, 
homes and streets of Crossett 
— and to “Cap” Gates, who 
dreamed of a ‘‘different’’ sort 
of sawmfll town of gentle 


people with gracious man-- 


ners. 


(Copy courtesy of Roy & Ruby Dooley and Robert & Hazel Parkhill) 
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LIFE LESSONS I LEARNED LIVING AT ROSE INN 
BY LINDA DAY 


I was a shy six-year-old when my family (Wilson and Erma Day and brother Shelby) arrived in 
Crossett in 1945. Our father was hired to run the movie theater and we lived in Rose Inn until 
housing became available. But the plans all changed when our parents were hired to run the hotel 
and we settled in for the next five years. During this period I learned how to live in public places, 
how to order from a menu, and how to be a hostess. 


There was more than a few adjustments to our new life in Crossett. First we had to accept that it just 
smelled different. Then there were all those scary cows walking down the streets and nothing but 
gray houses! But moving into Rose Inn was a great adventure to me. I don’t even remember that 
when we first arrived and lived upstairs in one room with the shared bathroom down the hall was 
such a problem; but I’m certain as time dragged on, moving into a little gray house appealed more 
and more to my mother. The managers quarters, four rooms behind the office, gave us that coveted 
space and privacy but we had no private kitchen and we ate all our meals in the dining room.. I was 
surrounded by all kinds of interesting people, including many of the school teachers who as it 
seemed to a little girl, were kept locked up in the attic. And whata challenge that was to my father: 
take a group of healthy, young, newly graduated females and give them a long list of house rules and 
expect that to work.. Surely they despised my father! Poor teachers, poor Daddy. What an “ 
impossible situation. I was too young to be priviledged to those stories, but I can only imagine. 
That’s for someone else to write about! But we were all living such public lives. I remember 
watching the PE and health teacher as she ate her breakfast. She had told us we must chew each bite 
18 times so I watched very carefully and COUNTED. Do you suppose she knew I was watching? ig? 
But living in the midst of all these people and having parents working such long hard hours, I 
learned quickly that I must not misbehave around the guests or be a pest. But I was always glad 
when someone asked me if I wanted to play a game of Canasta. I was learning to socialize with 
strangers and to meet people from all over the world. I could not have begun to imagine what these 
lessons would come to mean to me. 


Not only was I shy but I was a fussy eater! I guess it was a good thing that I had a full menu to select 
from. But there was no breakfasting in pajamas or going to the table with uncombed hair or untidy. 
But then everyone ordered their meals from a menu, right? I was especially fond of filet mignon 
(the beginning of my French language education) and those wonderful baked apples with the red hot 
cinnamon sauce. We were first waited on by waitresses, but they got mad at my mother one day and 
all walked out. That’s when she hired the young waiters, put them in white jackets, taught them how 
to set a table and take orders. And what fun they were. Mother encouraged them to get good 
educations and to be good men. Wonderful things came from that kitchen and how hard that kitchen 
staff worked. There was one woman who used to sleep as she stirred the big pots. It was so hot back 
there and the roar of the window fans and the bang of the dishes and the steam from the laundry. It 
was another world and it took many hands to make it all work. We had great respect for all the 
people who worked so hard to keep things going. And I remember white tablecloths and fresh 
flowers on the table. Oh the wonderful flower gardens. The bulb garden along the breezeway to the 
Annex, the rose garden in the back and my favorite—the wall of sweetpeas. The sweetpeas always 
take me back to Rose Inn. But here I was turning my nose up at most of the great things to eat, 
especially if it was green but how my friends loved to come eat with me. They especially loved 
coming to Sunday ltunch, but I really wanted to go to their houses to have pot roast or fried chicken 
and then wash dishes. I loved being in their kitchen and washing their dishes! But I was learning 
about food, and food service and scheduling staff. And I was going to use those lessons too. 


My father continued in hotel business until he died in 1983. Mother is now 92 with advanced 
Alzheimers. But she still wants to get up and greet anyone who enters the room and tend to their 
needs. Years of preparing for banquets, club meetings, holiday celebrations, garden clubs are etched 
deeply into her mind and it was working its way into my personality also. Crossett Companies 
attracted people from all over the world, and the most diverse international guests came to the hotel. 
I had great geography and cultural lessons. And all these experiences were coming together for me. 





I'm certain [ was just in the way when J hung around behind the desk or hid in the candy cabinet in 
the counter watching the guests come and go. But many kind, good people were keeping an eye on 
me. I always felt that there was someone there for me. I hesitate to mention names because I would 
never be able to come up with all of them but Mildred, Joe, Artie, Catfish, Richard , and oh so many 
more gave so much personality to that businesss. The Rose Inn was the center of the universe. And 
I was priviliged to be a part of its history. And I am so sad that it is gone. 


So here I sit so many years later after marrying, raising a family as we moved 47 times and living on 
four continents. And all those times we lived in a hotel until our belongings caught up with us. And 
how many menus we ordered from...and I knew I could do that. And then I completed my degree in 
Hotel and Restaurant Management at the Hilton College at the University Of Houston. Presently I 
am managing a beautiful Bed and Breakfast on the Guadalupe River in the Heart of the Texas Hill 
Country. And my education all started at the Rose Inn. 








NOTE clean walks and porches near 
front (East) entrance. 


LAVERT BRIGGS - Famous porter ® 
LAVERL ph 
displaying AAA Emblem and a 


new trellis for ROSE INN. 
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ROSE INN-MY HOME 
Shelby Day 


In 1945 I had just turned twelve when we moved to Crossett from Batesville, Arkansas. My father 
Wilson Day took the manager’s job operating the local movie theater directly across from the Rose 
Inn. Since there was no rental housing available for non-company employees, we were forced to rent 
a room with a community bath down the hall on the second floor of the hotel. Later the company 
office contacted Dad and Mother about managing the Rose Inn including the food service. They 
accepted the offer and as a result we moved into a suite of rooms directly behind the office area. It 
was wonderful for we had four rooms plus a private bathroom as well. On the first floor along with 
the spacious lobby and office area and our apartment complex, there was the kitchen, laundry, and 
formal dining room. In addition there was the Western Union office, public restrooms and 2 more 
rooms across the hall from our area. Second floor was for the traveling businessmen and visitors 
plus Mrs. Myrtle Hicks. After all these years I can still remember her room number was 201. 

The third floor was designated for the single female school teachers with the exception of Mrs. Hicks. 
They were a wonderful bunch of ladies and almost drove my father crazy with requests and 
problems such as burned out light bulbs, heat and plumbing problems. I was always embarrassed 
when I had to take something up to the third floor and had to shout out “Man in the hall!” 


It seemed wonderful to order and have meals served in the dining room. All my friends envied my 
situation, but as time passed ordering from a menu was less appealing and I was delighted when I 
was invited over for home cooking: beans and cornbread or stew. 


Following a hunting trip with my uncle, I returned to the hotel with a baby squirrel that we raised on 
a baby bottle until it could eat food. Buster was very tame and played on the counter in the lobby. 
One Sunday one of our elderly female school teachers had been to the dining room for Sunday dinner 
and came to the counter to pay her bill. Buster was attracted to some jewelry she had around her 
neck and jumped from the counter right on her chest. She went into hysterics and so ended Buster’s 
days as a house pet. He took up residence in the park by the hotel and enjoyed many ears of corn 
from the dining room. Unfortunately he strayed too far from his area one day and became the 
target of someone who was hungry for a squirrel stew. 


My father had the idea that the Rose Inn should have a rose garden to enhance the name of the hotel. 
With permission of the company office he layed out a rose garden in the lot behind the hotel and by 
the tennis court. Our parents were excellent gardeners and the garden became a showcase. It was 
written about and visited by garden clubs. Sadly after they left the hotel, the rose garden was left 
unattended and disappeared. 


Years later I visited Crossett with my wife and children and the hotel was gone. It was hard to hold 
back the tears because my most memorable home was gone! 








Gardener 





Charles and Mildred Nelson 
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A Picture Captures the Rose Inn 
By Teresa Walsh 


Favorite stories of days gone by and photographs of the wonderful memories of the Rose Inn 
provide the only opportunity for some of us to have experienced “The Rose Inn.” A graduate 
of the CHS Class of ’71, that same summer the Rose Inn furnishings were sold at auction. It 
was a period of time of change. As a graduating class, little did we know the historical 
significance of the Rose Inn, a landmark for our community was about to become only a 


memory. 


Stories of Sunday lunch, the Hampshire Club, Crossett schoolteachers, the orchestra, 
Saturday night dances, prom, and Cap Gates love and admiration for his wife Rose make us 


feel as if we were there. How wonderful it must be to have been a part of this experience. 


In my tenure as the Executive Director of the Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce and a 
fondness for history we established the Crossett Historical Society. Major projects for this 
group included the restoration of the oldest structure in Ashley County — The Wiggin’s 
Cabin, and later the renovation of a Crossett Company House. These projects further sustain 
the memories of the Rose Inn. In an effort to raise funds, reproduction prints of the Rose Inn 
have been a part of the Chamber since that time. The print captured the essence of the 
beauty, grandeur, elegance and the peacefulness all in one. I would not dare to guess the 
number of prints that hang in homes and offices throughout the community and across the 
United States. 


The original oil painting by a Tennessee artist was commissioned by Georgia-Pacific Vice 
President Jack Meadows and was presented to the City of Crossett in a formal ceremony 
prior to the removal of the hotel in 1973. The original oil painting hangs in the Paul Sullins 
Public Library. 


Prints of the Rose Inn are still available at the Crossett Area Chamber of Commerce, 101 
West First Avenue, Crossett, AR 71635. Telephone 870-364-6591 or e-mail 


crossett@cei.net. 
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PLACE OF SOUTHERN GRACE 


By LaNell Walsh Toney 


I agree with many others who have written,''The Rose Inn was very 
special."" It was a landmark Crossett was very proud of. Growing up in Crossett, 
I guess I took for granted the Rose Inn would always be there for everyone to 
enjoy. 

I attended school and social events held in the dining room and 
lobby which were always a treat. But a very special treat was when my bridal 
shower was held in the lobby. Then in the spring of 1945 when my husband, 

O. L. Toney, Jr., came home from overseas, we stayed there on the second 
floor. We were still newlyweds, as we were married in August of 1944 before 


he left to serve with the Air Force in Italy. 


The Toney family lived across the street in front of the Rose Inn, 
next to the theater. During the years O. L. was in the Air Force when we 
visited Crossett, we enjoyed sitting on their front porch. If we saw someone 
we recognized coming out of Rose Inn, we would call to them to come sit and 
visit with us on the porch. This was a very common practice in those days. 


Throughout the over thirty years we lived away from Crossett, each 
visit home we would always go By thé Rose Inn. The first time we came back 
after it was torn down, there was an empty feeling for a place of such 
Southern grace and beauty that held lasting memories for a great many people. 


We salute our elders, especially Tommy Walsh and his wife, Kathleen; 
also, Otto Toney, Sr., and his wife Patti Clay. They were’ among. the many who ° 


helpéd Rose Inn give Crossett a special identity. 





OLD FIXTURES BOUGHT AT SALE 
By Sue Maxwell Miller 


In June of 1973 while I was working as Secretary to the City Engineer and 
Payroll Clerk, Mayor Vaskell (Snooks) Carter came by my office and told me that 
he was going to be the auctioneer for the sale of the Rose Inn and its contents. 
I told him that I had never been to an auction, and he immediately g gave me a 
"short course” in how to bid and when to bid; he also assured me it would be fun. 


The sale was to be June 8th and 9th, Friday afternoon and Saturday. 
During the week before the sale, we went to look at what was to be auctioned, -. 
and I registered to bid. I remember the sale started about mid-afternoon on 
Friday and continued on Saturday. A co-worker and I went about 4 p.m. on Friday... 
The crowd was large. Trucks with large trailers were. pulled up to the hotel 
porch and were being loaded with the auctioned i items. Mayor Carter was stand-. 
ing on the top steps of the front porch doing the auctioning. The trucks were 
going across the lawn to Second or Third Avenues to come in or to go out. Things 


were quite busy. 


It was really fascinating to watch. the crowd and to watch the bidders. 
Finally, I got up the courage to bid. I think the bid for light fixtures started 
at $3.00. I bid at $10.00 and bought them for $17.50. I do not remember who 
took my money. I do remember the fixtures were put into 4 Safeway grocery bag 
for me to take home. My husband installed them.on the front of our house at 
1301 Oak Street, where they remain today, 28 years later. 


This was my first experience at an auction, and I am glad that I went. 
Of course it was both sad and happy for me and many others, because this was 
closing an era of Crossett that many of /Y8member with much fondness. 


A few years. ago I was in Hot Springs as a delegate from my church, 
Wallers Chapel United Methodist Church, attending the Little Rock Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. When I went to pick up my conference materials, 
a lady who registered me told me how sad she was to hear about the Rose Inn being 
tor down. As a child she loved to come to the Rose Inn from El Dorado to eat 
Sunday lunch. 

I guess we just never appreciate what we have until we don't have it 
anymore. However, in my mind, Crossett remains a stellar commmnity. Lemnie 
thinks so, too! 





GY 
MY GRANDDAD BUILT THE STAIRS 
By Joan Carr Willis 


You bet! Rose Inn was a memorable part of Crossett. Our family has 
been one of many to weave the Rose Inn stories into the’ fabric of lives of 
past years. Mine actually came fron Mom (Agnes Tremor Carr). She married 
Daddy (B. K. Carr) in 1926, and they started their married life together in 
Rose Inn. This was until they could find an apartment elsewhere in town. 


Soon my grandparents, Paul Hunter Carr and Stella McCain Carr of 
Warren, were invited to Rose Inn to meet their son's new bride. The first 
time Mom saw them, my grandfather was holding onto one of the banisters-of 
~ the Staircase leading to the second floor. He was running his hands up and 
down the: spindles, feeling of them. As it turned out, he had helped to build 
the staircase and was checking to determine how it had endured the strain of 
the years. 


Don't know for sure, but Granddad might have taken his orders from 
"Cap" Gates to encompass the stained glass "Rose" into the wall of that stair- 
well. 


During the years when I visited in the Rose Inn, it was always with 
a feeling of pride that the workmanship was holding up. well. 


At any rate my grandfather checked out the stair railings and ap- 
proved the workmanship of the place where many brides and grooms have stood 
as "newlyweds at Rose Inn". 


Writing this memory makes me swell with pride for ''a symbol of work- 
manship and a job well done”. 


-30- 





Os 
THE BACK DOOR 
By Billy” E. W. Gates 
Son of Ethel and P. G. Gates, Sr. 
Grandson of Rose and "'Cap"’ Edgar Woodward Gates 
Only ten years old, my grandfather (Cap Gates) put me to work (twice 
a week) delivering garbage food from Rose Inn to his prized Hampshire hogs. 
With my mule and small wagon, I could go to the back door of the hotel and 
pick up two barrels of leftovers from the dining rooms of the company-owned 


INN. We called it the "goods"; the hogs could hear me coming. 


Not only the swine but the thoroughbred cows and horses were housed 
and fed at a huge barn located east of the Gates home, which is now where 
Crossett's Rodeo Arena on Third Avenue is located. My father, P. G. Gates, Sr., 
the postmaster, would often ask me if Rose Imn'put on a good table this week”. 
It was a splendid way for granddaddy to control the cost of his hogs. 


Let me tell you about "Dark Light'', a prized race horse kept at the 
same barn. He was now retired but still provided "saddle privileges", principally — 
for Aunt Dorothy Gates Allyn; also, for us kids. Oh! for those good times play- 
ing in the hayloft and sliding down the feeding shutes. We also enjoyed accom- 
panying our family to the County Fair where my grandfather played a prominent 
role with his animals. Near the Gates' barn was a mulberry tree where we could 
"climb and stuff’. Incidentally, the concrete base of the old feed silo still 
exists underneath the Riding Club bleachers in the park. 


I don't mention this often, but when I flew fifty F-80 jet-flown 
missions during World War II and 100 missions in Korea, my thoughts of old 
days at the Gates Farm and Rose Inn in Crossett would cross my mind. 


Rose Inn was special, even without a Gates connection. I won't 


apologize for frequenting "The Back Door"’. : 
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A RETIREMENT DINNER TO REMEMBER 
By: Dennis Maxwell 


The Rose Inn was the site of several banquets held during the senior year for the 
Class of 1971. None were as memorable as the one held in honor of Mrs. Bernice 
Woodward Crawford, who had announced her retirement effective at the end of the 
school year. Mrs. Crawford had taught typing and office education for forty-five . 


years. 


As we prepared for what would be her last Office Education Class, we were ready 
for a teacher who was “all business.” At least that’s what the members of the 

classes before us had said. In other words, we knew we’d better pay attention and 
toe the line. Her reputation was one that would not tolerate any foolishness. Well, 
I guess she decided to mellow a little at this stage in her teaching career. Our class 
found her to display a great sense of humor, not.to mention, a lot of patience. She 
made the class enjoyable, and at the same time, was able to teach us practices that 


have been valuable throughout our work experiences. 


As we entered into our final semester at Crossett High School, we decided to hold 
a retirement dinner in her honor. The banquet was originally planned to present 
awards to the Office Education Class of 1971. But since this was to be her last 
year as a business teacher at CHS, it was decided that it would be the perfect 
opportunity to show Mrs. Crawford how much she was appreciated for the 
guidance she had given to her many students over the years. 


The banquet was held at the Rose Inn Dogwood Room, on the night of April 20, 
1971. In addition to the members of her current class, many of Mrs. Crawford’s 
students from prior years were also in attendance. Those included Martiel 
Richards, Peggy West, Noel Lovett, Vivian Malloy, Dorothy Higginbotham, 
Donna Dolan, Fred Hudgens, Linda Stell, and Cora Sue Gill. Also attending were 
members of the Advisory Board for the Office Education Class. Those were Bill 
Fuller, Fran Richards, William C. Norman, Jr., Tom Streetman, and Olivia | 
Bingham. Other special guests were Hugh Willis, Superintendant of Schools; 
Stanley Cheshier, Principal of Crossett High School; Mildred Brading, State 
Director of Office Education; and Walter Crawford. After a delicious meal, we 
had a few surprises for Mrs. Crawford. I had the pleasure of serving as the emcee, 
and it turned out to be an evening none of us would soon forget. Our class had put 
together a program entitled, “This Is Your Life”, which highlighted Mrs. 
Crawford’s forty-five years as a teacher. And knowing that she would soon 
encounter a lot of spare time, the Future Business Leaders of America Club 
presented Mrs. Crawford with a red rocking chair. And if that weren’t enough, the 
Office Education Class gave her a white toy poodle to keep her company while she 
rocked away in her retirement years. She named the poodle Mr. Mike, and would 
later say that the evening, “was one of the nicest things that has ever happened to 
me.” There were a lot tears of joy shed that evening, as she graciously received 
her gifts, and then spoke of her many experiences as a teacher in the Crossett 
School System. As we look back on this evening, it truly was, “A Retirement 


Dinner to Remember.” 





EPILOGUE 


ROSE INN'S 66 YEARS 
Summary of Bygone Era 


Those memories and experiences written about and contributed to 
this Posey Collection of Stories are now bound and placed with the public 
libraries of Southeast Arkansas. Although sixty-six chapters were arbitraly 
chosen because the Rose Inn lasted from 1912 - 1978, more written memories 
are welcome. Additional stories will be accepted at the Paul Sullins Public 


Library, Crossett, Arkansas. 


There were many people involved or served by the company-owned 
hotel. This story collection is a tribute to company , city employees, and 
elected officials as well as the public which used and enjoyed the Rose Inn 
facilities. We-thank each contributor who gave money, time and talent to 
make us remember that fine institution and its long years in Crossett. 


Both The Crossett Company and Georgia-Pacific Corporation busied 
themselves in serving needs and pleasures. Pictured below is Rose Inn Annex 
(the brick-sided building which replaced the first two frame INNS). Even 
today Crossett and Arkansas are well served by Lakewood Inn (formerly known 
as Ramada Inn), the successor to all three buildings of Rose Inn. 


"Enjoying our Retirement’ 


Ben and Olivia Posey 







Rose Inn Annex (demolished in 1978) is 
' final part of Rose Inn Era. Centennial 
Park now occupies its former space on 

Main Street, Crossett. 
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AN APOLOGY 


The contributors to this Rose Inn Collection "popped forth" 
with remembered names and families as they applied to their 
particular stories. The surnames of many, many prominent 
families were not mentioned when, in fact, these people were 
an integral part of Crossett during the ROSE INN ERA (1912-78). 
For this reason they are due a sincere apology for omission. 
Not in aphabetical order or as a part of the index section of 
proper names, the following prominent family names come to 
mind: 


Pendergrass, Purifoy, Spivey, Woods, Burchfield, Sharkey, Gresham, 
Elderkin, Salb, Rhodes, Hair, Harris, Fudge, Tatum, Reynolds, 
Spikes, Adams, Moseley, Harrison, Alcorn, Abney, Adkins, Atkins, 
Anderson, Watt, Kennedy, Blankenship, Buck, Bullock, Bulloch, 
Little, Toler, Burks, Cantley, Austin, Bays, Barnett, Cooper, 
Webb, Whitaker, Young, Tiebel, Tipton, Tullos, Hairston, Burt, 
Chessor, Ripley, Edwards, Berry, Oslin, Binns, Hipsley, Reed, 
Greenwood, Collins, Callihan, Stanley, Nolley, Cannon, Bolin, 
Hawkins, Henderson, Brooks, Upton, Lee, Gray, Hendrix, Tyler, 
Ramsey, Huber, Grassi, Grano, Lindsey, Hughes, Kilcrease, Ware, 
Varnell, Huff, Johnston, O'Steen, Kelly, Kinard, Trammell, Hardy, 
Rodgers, Howie, Townsend, Mitchell, Tutt, Deckelman, Murphy, 
Thurman, Stephens, Sims, Rawls, Teague, Washington, Robinson, 
Veasey, Cothern, Browning, ‘Chatham, Coody, Jarvis, Linder, Toole 
Flemister, Culbreath, Marks, Kuxhausen, Thompson, Aiken, Andrews; 
Anthony, Ross, Armstrong, Ashcraft, Fleming, Braswell, Avery, 
Utter, Yarbarough, Yeatman, Walker, Stratton, Clarkson, Haisty, 
Wall, Walser,Walthall, Ward, Watkins, Weindorf, Baker, Wheat, 
Wilson, Wimberly, Owen, Upshaw, Wallace, Savage, Seamans, Draper 
Sedberry, Sivils, Sparks;- Spainhour, Stell, Strebeck, Summers, ’ 
Switzer, Swan, McGoogan, Risher, McKee, Roberts, Grubbs, Rule, 
McCann, Trieschman,Buchner, Gadberry, Neal, Deal, Robb, Burton, 
Croom, Jenkins, Patrick, Dollarhide, Sutton, Pierce, Hamilton, 
Pistole, Galbraith, Ogles, Howell, Cheeseman, Scriber, Pugh, Terai, 
Higginbotham, Grigsby, Locke, Baldwin, Meeks, Sandborn, Black, 
Langley, Vincent, Parham, Conner, Douglas,Krossland, and Pierson. 


Again, here are our apologies to those not listed in the ROSE INN 
COLLECTION. To the unnamed, your money was just as green as that 
of those who were recognized. You played a vital role in the , 
memorable history of Crossett. 











, ARKANSAS 
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